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ABSTRACT:
This research paper critically analyzes the impact of Hindu 

nationalism on India’s multicultural fabric, exploring its historical roots, 
theoretical frameworks, and real-world consequences. Beginning with an 
overview of Hindu nationalism’s emergence and evolution, the paper 
delves into the theoretical concepts of multiculturalism and diversity 
within India’s socio-cultural landscape. Through a multidimensional 
lens, it examines the challenges posed by Hindu nationalism to religious 
and cultural diversity, societal harmony, and political stability. The paper 
discusses how Hindu nationalism affects religious minorities such as 
Muslims, Christians, and Sikhs, and its broader implications for cultural 
traditions, languages, and customs. It also evaluates the social and 
political ramifications, including polarization, discrimination, and 
communal tensions, shaped by nationalist ideologies. Drawing 
comparisons with global models of nationalism and multiculturalism, the 
study offers insights into India’s unique challenges and opportunities. 
The paper reflects on the broader implications of Hindu nationalism for 
India’s future as a multicultural society, emphasizing the need for 
inclusive policies and grassroots initiatives. It suggests future research 
directions, including longitudinal studies on nationalist ideologies, 
comparative analyses, policy assessments, and initiatives promoting 
interfaith dialogue and cultural exchange.

KEYWORDS:
Hindu Nationalism, Multiculturalism, Religious Diversity, Communal 
Tensions, Political Ramifications, Inclusivity, Interfaith Dialogue.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.18849058



AKSHARASURYA: Peer-Reviewed, Multi Lingual E-Journal.	 E-ISSN: 2583-620X

VOLUME – 14, ISSUE – 05, MARCH 2026. SPECIAL ISSUE.34

Introduction
Hindu nationalism, also known as Hindutva, has emerged as a 

prominent political and social ideology in India over the past century. 
Rooted in the concept of cultural and religious identity centered around 
Hinduism, Hindu nationalism has gained significant traction, influencing 
various aspects of Indian society and politics. The rise of Hindu nationalism 
can be traced back to the late 19th and early 20th centuries, notably with 
the formation of organizations such as the Hindu Mahasabha and the 
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS). These organizations played a 
pivotal role in promoting the idea of Hindutva, emphasizing the cultural 
and historical unity of Hindus and advocating for the protection and 
promotion of Hindu interests. One of the defining moments in the ascent 
of Hindu nationalism was the articulation of Hindutva ideology by 
Vinayak Damodar Savarkar in his 1923 pamphlet “Hindutva: Who is a 
Hindu?” Savarkar’s conceptualization of Hindutva as a unifying force for 
Hindus, transcending mere religious identity to encompass a broader 
cultural and nationalistic ethos, laid the foundation for the ideological 
framework of Hindu nationalism.
Research Paper Statement

This research paper aims to critically analyze the impact of Hindu 
nationalism on India’s multicultural fabric. By examining the historical 
context, theoretical perspectives, and empirical evidence, this paper seeks 
to evaluate the challenges posed by Hindu nationalism to India’s diverse 
social, cultural, and religious landscape. Through a comprehensive 
analysis, the paper intends to shed light on the complexities and nuances 
of how Hindu nationalism influences and interacts with India’s multicultural 
ethos.
Overview of the Origins and Evolution of Hindu Nationalism

Hindu nationalism, also known as Hindutva, traces its origins to 
the late 19th and early 20th centuries in India. One of the key proponents 
of this ideology was Vinayak Damodar Savarkar, whose seminal work 
“Hindutva: Who is a Hindu?” published in 1923 laid out the foundational 
principles of Hindu nationalism. Savarkar argued for a unified Hindu 
identity based on shared culture, heritage, and history, distinct from 
religious considerations. The Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), 
founded in 1925 by Keshav Baliram Hedgewar, played a pivotal role in 
promoting Hindu nationalist ideology. The RSS aimed to revive and 
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strengthen Hindu identity through social and cultural activities, emphasizing 
the concept of “Hindu Rashtra” or Hindu nationhood.
Key Figures and Organizations Associated with the Propagation of 
Hindu Nationalist Ideology

Apart from Savarkar and the RSS, other influential figures and 
organizations have contributed to the propagation of Hindu nationalism in 
India. M.S. Golwalkar, the second RSS chief, expanded on Hindutva 
ideology in his book “We, or Our Nationhood Defined.” Golwalkar 
advocated for a Hindu-centric national identity and criticized perceived 
threats to Hindu culture and civilization. The Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP), founded in 1980 and currently one of India’s major political parties, 
has embraced Hindu nationalist ideology as a core aspect of its platform. 
Leaders like Atal Bihari Vajpayee and Narendra Modi, who later became 
Prime Ministers of India, have been associated with promoting the agenda 
of Hindutva through their political careers.
Historical Events Shaping the Narrative of Hindu Nationalism in 
India

Several historical events have shaped the narrative and trajectory 
of Hindu nationalism in India. The partition of British India in 1947 into 
India and Pakistan, along religious lines, fueled debates around national 
identity and the place of religious minorities in the newly independent 
India. The assassination of Mahatma Gandhi in 1948 by Nathuram Godse, 
a self-professed adherent of Hindutva ideology, brought attention to the 
extremist elements within the movement. In the post-independence era, 
issues such as the Ram Janmabhoomi-Babri Masjid dispute, culminating 
in the demolition of the Babri Masjid in 1992 by Hindu nationalist groups, 
highlighted the tensions surrounding religious symbolism and contested 
historical narratives.
Theoretical Framework

Theoretical perspectives on multiculturalism offer valuable insights 
into its relevance to Indian society. Scholars such as Amartya Sen (2006) 
have emphasized the importance of pluralism and cultural diversity in 
fostering social harmony and progress. Sen argues that embracing diversity 
not only enhances social cohesion but also contributes to economic 
development and intellectual enrichment. Hindu nationalism, as articulated 
by figures like Savarkar and Golwalkar, promotes the idea of India as a 
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Hindu Rashtra or nation, emphasizing the primacy of Hindu culture and 
values. This ideological stance raises concerns about the marginalization 
and exclusion of religious and cultural minorities, including Muslims, 
Christians, Sikhs, and others. The politicization of religious identity under 
Hindu nationalism has led to tensions and conflicts, challenging the 
principles of secularism and pluralism enshrined in India’s Constitution. 
These challenges manifest in various forms, including communal violence, 
discrimination, and erosion of inter-community harmony.
Impact on Religious and Cultural Diversity
Examination of how Hindu nationalism affects religious minorities 
in India (e.g., Muslims, Christians, Sikhs)

Hindu nationalism has had a significant impact on religious 
minorities in India, particularly Muslims, Christians, and Sikhs. For 
instance, in the context of Muslims, there have been concerns about 
increasing incidents of communal violence and discrimination. The rise of 
Hindu nationalist rhetoric has led to heightened tensions and a sense of 
insecurity among the Muslim community (Mishra, 2020, p. 45). 
Additionally, policies such as the controversial Citizenship Amendment 
Act (CAA) have been criticized for being discriminatory against Muslim 
immigrants (Ganguly, 2021, p. 78). Similarly, Christians in India have 
faced challenges under the influence of Hindu nationalism. Instances of 
attacks on churches and intimidation of Christian communities have been 
reported (Joseph, 2019, p. 112). The narrative of religious conversion has 
also been a contentious issue, with Hindu nationalist groups accusing 
Christian missionaries of engaging in forced conversions (Sharma, 2018, 
p. 56). Sikhs, although traditionally seen as part of the broader Hindu 
cultural fabric, have also experienced tensions due to Hindu nationalist 
movements. The demand for a separate Sikh state (Khalistan) has historical 
roots in perceived marginalization and suppression of Sikh identity within 
the framework of Hindu nationalism (Singh, 2017, p. 89).

Analysis of cultural implications, including language, customs, and 
traditions, under the influence of Hindu nationalist ideology

The influence of Hindu nationalism extends beyond religious 
boundaries to impact cultural aspects such as language, customs, and 
traditions. One notable aspect is the promotion of Sanskrit and Hindi as 
national languages, which has raised concerns among linguistic minorities 
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about the imposition of a dominant cultural identity (Reddy, 2021, p. 34). 
Efforts to promote a singular cultural narrative have sometimes overlooked 
the rich linguistic diversity present in India. Customs and traditions have 
also been subject to scrutiny and modification under the influence of 
Hindu nationalist ideology. For instance, debates around dietary practices 
and cultural symbols have become politicized, leading to tensions and 
clashes over cultural expressions (Nair, 2020, p. 67). The emphasis on 
certain cultural practices as markers of national identity has marginalized 
alternative narratives and expressions within diverse communities.
Social and Political Ramifications

A. The rise of Hindu nationalism in India has led to significant 
social consequences, particularly in terms of polarization, discrimination, 
and communal tensions. This ideology promotes a sense of exclusivity 
and superiority among the Hindu majority, leading to polarization along 
religious lines. For instance, incidents of mob violence and lynching 
targeting minorities have increased, creating an atmosphere of fear and 
insecurity among marginalized communities (Smith, 2020, p. 78). 
Discrimination against religious minorities, such as Muslims and 
Christians, has become more pronounced in various spheres of life, 
including employment, education, and housing. This discrimination is 
often fueled by prejudiced narratives propagated by Hindu nationalist 
groups through media channels and political discourse, further exacerbating 
social divisions (Kapur, 2019, p. 112). Communal tensions have escalated 
as Hindu nationalist movements seek to assert dominance and control over 
public spaces and cultural practices. This has resulted in conflicts over 
religious symbols, festivals, and even dietary choices, contributing to a 
fractured social fabric (Khan, 2021, p. 45).

B. In the political realm, Hindu nationalist movements have 
significantly influenced the governance and policymaking process in 
India. Political parties espousing Hindu nationalist ideologies have gained 
prominence, shaping policies that often prioritize the interests of the 
majority Hindu community over minority rights (Jaffrelot, 2017, p. 220). 
The erosion of minority rights, including the right to dissent and freedom 
of expression, has been a cause for concern. The stifling of dissenting 
voices and the labeling of critics as anti-national have created a climate 
of intolerance and hindered democratic principles (Varshney, 2018, p. 88).
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C. Comparatively, the rise of Hindu nationalism in India has drawn 
parallels with international models of nationalism and multiculturalism, 
albeit with distinct nuances. While nationalism can be a unifying force, 
fostering a sense of belonging and identity, it can also be exclusive and 
divisive when it prioritizes one group over others (Ignatieff, 2019, p. 34). 
Multiculturalism, on the other hand, emphasizes inclusivity and respect 
for diversity, aiming to create a harmonious society where multiple 
identities coexist peacefully. The challenges posed by Hindu nationalism 
to India’s multicultural fabric underscore the complexities of balancing 
national identity with cultural pluralism (Kymlicka, 2007, p. 210). The 
social and political ramifications of Hindu nationalism in India are 
multifaceted, encompassing issues of polarization, discrimination, 
communal tensions, governance, and minority rights. Understanding these 
ramifications requires a nuanced analysis that considers historical contexts, 
ideological dynamics, and international comparisons.
Challenges and Potential Solutions
A. Identification of Key Challenges

The rise of Hindu nationalism in India has brought forth several 
challenges to the country’s multicultural fabric. One significant challenge 
is the increasing polarization and communal tensions among different 
religious and cultural groups. For instance, incidents of religious violence 
and discrimination against minorities have been reported, highlighting the 
fragility of India’s social harmony (Sen, 2019, p. 45). Another challenge 
is the erosion of secular values and the promotion of a majoritarian 
agenda, which undermines the principles of inclusivity and diversity. This 
can lead to marginalization and alienation of minority communities, 
hindering their full participation in social, economic, and political spheres 
(Chatterjee, 2020, p. 78). Furthermore, the dominance of Hindu nationalist 
narratives in educational curricula and public discourse marginalizes 
alternative perspectives and reinforces a singular identity, neglecting the 
rich cultural tapestry that defines India (Nandy, 2018, p. 112).
B. Recommendations for Addressing Challenges

To address the challenges posed by Hindu nationalism and 
safeguard India’s multicultural ethos, policymakers, civil society, and 
stakeholders can take several steps:

Promote Interfaith Dialogue: Encourage regular interfaith 
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dialogues and collaborations at local, regional, and national levels to foster 
understanding, respect, and harmony among diverse communities 
(Foundation for Tolerance, 2021, p. 7).

Ensure Legal Protections: Strengthen legal frameworks and law 
enforcement mechanisms to prevent hate crimes, discrimination, and 
communal violence, providing swift justice and redressal for victims (Sen, 
2019, p. 52).

Enhance Civic Education: Incorporate comprehensive civic 
education in schools and colleges, emphasizing constitutional values, 
pluralism, and secularism to nurture responsible citizenship and critical 
thinking (Singh, 2021, p. 35).

Support Minority Empowerment: Allocate resources for 
socioeconomic development, education, healthcare, and skill-building 
programs targeting minority communities, promoting their active 
participation and integration into mainstream society (Ministry of Minority 
Affairs, 2022, p. 9).

By implementing these recommendations, India can navigate the 
challenges posed by Hindu nationalism while upholding its rich 
multicultural heritage and fostering a more inclusive and tolerant society.
Conclusion

The analysis conducted in this research paper underscores the 
significant impact of Hindu nationalism on India’s diverse social fabric. 
Throughout the paper, we have examined various facets of this influence, 
from its historical roots and theoretical underpinnings to its tangible 
effects on religious, cultural, social, and political spheres. Reflecting on 
these findings, it becomes evident that Hindu nationalism presents 
profound challenges to India’s future as a multicultural society. The rise 
of exclusivist narratives, communal tensions, and polarizing ideologies 
threatens the ethos of pluralism and inclusivity that has long been a 
cornerstone of Indian society. These broader implications highlight the 
urgency of addressing the complexities arising from Hindu nationalism 
and its implications for social cohesion and harmony. Looking ahead, 
future research directions could delve deeper into several areas related to 
Hindu nationalism and diversity in India. These may include longitudinal 
studies tracking the evolution of nationalist ideologies, comparative 
analyses with other nationalist movements globally, assessments of policy 
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responses to mitigate the negative impacts of Hindu nationalism, and 
explorations of grassroots initiatives fostering interfaith dialogue and 
cultural exchange.
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