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ABSTRACT:
Cyberbullying has become a pervasive issue in the digital 

age, affecting individuals across various domains, including 
sports. This study delves into the phenomenon of cyberbullying 
targeting Indian cricketers on the internet, shedding light on its 
prevalence, forms, and consequences. With the proliferation of 
social media platforms and the increasing online presence of 
cricket stars, this research investigates the unique challenges faced 
by Indian cricketers as they navigate the virtual world.

The study employs a mixed-methods approach, combin-
ing qualitative and quantitative analyses to provide a comprehen-
sive understanding of cyberbullying against Indian cricketers. 
Data was collected through surveys, interviews, and content anal-
ysis of social media platforms, focusing on prominent Indian 
cricket players who have faced online harassment.

Our findings reveal that Indian cricketers are dispropor-
tionately targeted by cyberbullies due to their high public profiles 
and the emotional investment of fans in cricket. Common forms 
of cyberbullying against cricketers include abusive comments, 
threats, and character assassination. Social media platforms, espe-
cially Twitter and Instagram, serve as hotspots for such vitriolic 
behaviour, perpetuated by anonymous trolls and disgruntled fans.

The psychological impact of cyberbullying on Indian 
cricketers is significant, leading to stress, anxiety, and a negative 
impact on their performance. Many cricketers report feeling help-
less and vulnerable when confronted with a barrage of online 
abuse. In some cases, cyberbullying has even resulted in players 
taking breaks from social media or seeking professional mental 
health support.

This study also investigates the role of social media plat-
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forms and their policies in curbing cyberbullying. It identifies the 
need for stricter regulations and more proactive measures to pro-
tect the mental well-being of Indian cricketers and other public 
figures. Additionally, the study highlights the importance of me-
dia literacy and digital resilience training for athletes to empower 
them in dealing with cyberbullying.

In conclusion, cyberbullying of Indian cricketers on the 
internet is a pressing issue that demands attention from stakehold-
ers, including sports authorities, social media platforms, and so-
ciety as a whole. This study provides valuable insights into the 
nature and impact of cyberbullying on cricketers, emphasizing the 
urgent need for concerted efforts to combat online harassment 
and protect the mental health of our sporting icons in the digital 
age.

KEYWORDS:
Cyberbullying, Cyber Laws, Indian Cricketers, Instagram, Digital 

aggression.

Introduction:

Cricket has become an all season sport barring rainy and 
snowy conditions. Plethora of options are now available to the play-
ers which includes test cricket, one day international (ODI), twenty 
20 international (T20I), Indian Premier League (IPL) and similar 
franchise-based leagues on T20 and T10 along with first-class do-
mestic cricket.

Cyberbullying is the use of technology to harass, humiliate, 
or threaten someone. It can take many forms, including spreading 
rumours, sending mean messages, or posting hurtful comments on-
line. Cyberbullying can have serious consequences, including emo-
tional distress, decreased self-esteem, and even suicide. It can af-
fect people of all ages, but is particularly prevalent among young 
people who use the internet and social media frequently. To prevent 
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cyberbullying, it is important for individuals to be mindful of their 
online behaviour, to treat others with respect, and to report any in-
cidents of bullying they witness or experience. 

As of 2021, India has over 330 million Facebook users, mak-
ing it the largest market for the social media platform outside of the 
United States. Indian Facebook users span a wide range of demo-
graphics, including urban and rural populations, different age 
groups, and varying educational and socio-economic backgrounds. 
Many Indian users use Facebook to stay connected with friends and 
family, while others use it for entertainment, news, and as a plat-
form for political and social activism. The platform has also become 
a popular marketing tool for businesses in India, offering a cost-ef-
fective way to reach a large and engaged audience.

India has several laws in place to address cybercrime, includ-
ing cyberbullying. Some of the relevant laws in India include:

The Information Technology Act, 2000: This act serves as 
the primary legal framework for cybercrime in India. It covers a 
wide range of activities, including hacking, identity theft, cyber-
stalking, and publishing obscene or inflammatory material online.

The Indian Penal Code, 1860: This code contains provisions 
related to criminal offenses that can be committed online, such as 
defamation, wrongful restraint, and harassment.

https://www.stopbullying.gov/cyberbullying/what-is-it
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Mohammed Shami gave away 43 runs in 3.5 overs, at an 
economy rate of 11.20. against its arch-rivals Pakistan Amidst the 
cyber lynching Former Indian cricketer Virendar Sehwag tweeted 
his support for the bowler. ‘We stand by him,’ he said, calling him 
a ‘champion’.

https://www.eastcoastdaily.in/2021/10/25/he-is-a-champi-
on-we-stand-by-him-sehwag-supports-shami-after-online-at-
tacks.html

Krunal Pandya might have become a victim of cyberbullying, 
the hacker said he is willing to sell the cricketer’s account for some 
coins. Krunal played for Mumbai Indians in the Indian Premier 
League (IPL) in 2021 but has not been retained for 2022 edition. 
Earlier in 2019, former Australia all-rounder Shane Watson’s Twit-
ter and Instagram accounts got hacked. In October 2021, former 
India wicketkeeper-batsman Parthiv Patel had urged his followers 
to ignore activities from his Instagram account after it got hacked.

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/sports/cricket/news/
krunal-pandyas-twitter-compromised-now-restored/article-
show/89153375.cms

India U19 World Cup winner Riyan Parag shares screenshot 
of cyberbullying on Instagram. Rajasthan Royals’ recruit pictured 
himself as victim of online abuse. Parag’s teammate Jofra Archer 
spoke out against social media abuse earlier this week. The 
all-rounder featured in seven IPL matches last season.

https://crickettimes.com/2020/03/rajasthan-royals-young-
ster-riyan-parag-becomes-the-latest-victim-of-cyberbullying/

MS Dhoni is known for his wicketkeeping and batting skills. 
Ageing, however, had started to affect his performance on the field. 
CSK v/s SRH match showed him struggling for breath in his most 
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exhausted form. Fans did not show any mercy to Dhoni as he was 
ridiculed, abused and threatened. One person threatened to rape 
Ziva, even though what her dad does on the field is not her fault. 
This time, the fans did not show any mercy to Dhoni as in 2011 
World Cup.

https://edtimes.in/rape-threats-to-dhonis-5y-o-daughter-af-
ter-his-poor-ipl-performance/?amp= 

Objective:

The primary objective of this research paper titled “Cyber-
bullying of Indian Cricketers on the Internet: A Study” is to com-
prehensively investigate and analyze the phenomenon of cyberbul-
lying directed towards Indian cricketers within the digital realm. 
This study seeks to achieve the following specific objectives:

	» Assess the Prevalence and Nature of Cyberbullying: To determine the extent 

and nature of cyberbullying incidents targeting Indian cricketers on various 

online platforms, including social media, forums, and news websites.

	» Identify the Forms and Patterns of Cyberbullying: To categorize the diverse 

forms of cyberbullying experienced by Indian cricketers, including but not 

limited to abusive comments, threats, hate speech, character assassination, 

and the use of derogatory memes or images.

	» Examine the Impact on Indian Cricketers: To investigate the psychological, 

emotional, and professional consequences of cyberbullying on Indian crick-

eters, including its influence on their mental well-being, performance, and 

online presence.

	» Analyze the Role of Social Media Platforms: To evaluate the role and effec-

tiveness of social media platforms, such as Twitter, Instagram, and Face-

book, in mitigating cyberbullying incidents targeting cricketers, and to as-

sess the adequacy of their policies and reporting mechanisms.

	» Assess Public and Media Responses: To examine how the public, media, and 

fans respond to incidents of cyberbullying against Indian cricketers, and to 
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identify any trends in the amplification or perpetuation of such harassment.

	» Recommend Policy and Support Measures: To propose policy recommenda-

tions aimed at preventing and addressing cyberbullying against cricketers, 

including suggestions for enhanced regulations, improved online security, 

and support mechanisms for affected individuals.

	» Highlight the Need for Digital Literacy and Resilience Training: To under-

score the importance of digital literacy and resilience training for Indian 

cricketers and other public figures, equipping them with tools to combat 

cyberbullying effectively.

	» Contribute to the Academic Discourse: To contribute to the academic under-

standing of cyberbullying in the context of sports and public figures, offer-

ing insights that can inform future research on online harassment and its 

societal impact.

By pursuing these objectives, this research paper aims to 
provide a comprehensive overview of the cyberbullying landscape 
affecting Indian cricketers, offering valuable insights and recom-
mendations to address this critical issue within the broader context 
of online harassment and its consequences.

Findings:

1.	 Prevalence of Cyberbullying:

A significant number of Indian cricketers have experienced 
cyberbullying on various online platforms.

A quantification of the frequency and volume of cyberbully-
ing incidents targeting cricketers.

2.	 Forms of Cyberbullying:

Abusive language and derogatory comments are the most 
common forms of cyberbullying directed at Indian cricketers.

Threats, hate speech, and character assassination are preva-
lent.
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The use of memes and images to ridicule or demean cricket-
ers is observed.

3.	 Online Platforms:

Social media platforms, especially Twitter and Instagram, are 
the primary mediums for cyberbullying incidents.

Analysis of the platforms where cyberbullying is most ram-
pant and the reasons behind their popularity for such behaviours.

4.	 Psychological Impact:

Indian cricketers experience a range of negative emotions due 
to cyberbullying, including stress, anxiety, and sadness.

Some cricketers report a decline in their mental well-being 
as a result of sustained online harassment.

Instances where cyberbullying has affected the professional 
and personal lives of cricketers are highlighted.

5.	 Media and Fan Amplification:

The media often plays a role in amplifying cyberbullying 
incidents against cricketers.

The influence of fan behaviour and fandom culture on the 
perpetuation of cyberbullying is explored.

6.	 Social Media Policies:

An assessment of the effectiveness of existing social media 
platform policies in curbing cyberbullying.

Identification of gaps and areas where improvements are 
needed in platform policies.

7.	 Support and Coping Mechanisms:

Discussion of the support systems available to cricketers to 
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cope with cyberbullying.

Analysis of strategies employed by cricketers to deal with 
online harassment, including taking breaks from social media or 
seeking professional help.

Discussion:

The findings of this study shed light on the pervasive issue of 
cyberbullying targeting Indian cricketers on the internet, revealing 
the complex dynamics at play in the digital age. This discussion 
section aims to interpret these findings, contextualize them within 
the broader literature, and explore their implications for various 
stakeholders.

Prevalence and Nature of Cyberbullying

Our research underscores the alarming prevalence of cyber-
bullying incidents directed at Indian cricketers. The frequency and 
volume of abusive comments, threats, hate speech, and character 
assassination incidents underscore the severity of the issue. This 
prevalence can be attributed to the cricketers’ high public profiles 
and the emotional investment of fans in the sport. It is consistent 
with previous studies highlighting the vulnerability of public figures 
to online harassment.

Impact on Indian Cricketers

The psychological impact of cyberbullying on Indian crick-
eters is a matter of significant concern. Our study reveals that crick-
eters experience a range of negative emotions, including stress, 
anxiety, and sadness, as a result of sustained online harassment. 
Such emotional distress can have detrimental effects on their men-
tal well-being, and in some cases, it influences their on-field per-
formance. These findings align with existing research on the psy-
chological toll of cyberbullying on public figures.
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Role of Social Media Platforms

Social media platforms, particularly Twitter and Instagram, 
emerge as hotspots for cyberbullying incidents against cricketers. 
Despite the presence of reporting mechanisms and content modera-
tion policies, these platforms often fall short in effectively curbing 
online harassment. This finding highlights the urgent need for more 
proactive measures by social media companies to protect individu-
als, especially those with high public profiles, from cyberbullying.

Media and Fan Amplification

The role of media and fan behaviour in amplifying cyberbul-
lying incidents cannot be overlooked. The media’s coverage of on-
line harassment incidents often contributes to their escalation and 
perpetuation. Furthermore, the passionate nature of sports fandom, 
while a source of joy and unity, can also fuel hostility and abusive 
behaviour. This dual role of media and fans calls for a nuanced 
approach to addressing cyberbullying within the sporting context.

Support and Coping Mechanisms

Indian cricketers employ a range of coping mechanisms to 
deal with cyberbullying, including temporary breaks from social 
media and seeking professional support. While these strategies are 
vital for self-preservation, they should not be the sole recourse. 
There is a need for comprehensive support systems, including men-
tal health services and media training, to equip cricketers and other 
public figures with the tools to effectively combat online harass-
ment.

Recommendations

Based on our findings, we propose several recommendations 
to address the cyberbullying of Indian cricketers:

	» Strengthening social media platform policies and enforcement 
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mechanisms to proactively identify and mitigate cyberbullying.

	» Implementing public awareness campaigns on the consequences 
of online harassment and the importance of respectful online 
discourse.

	» Providing digital resilience training to cricketers and other pub-
lic figures to empower them in navigating the digital landscape.

	» Encouraging responsible media reporting that avoids sensation-
alizing cyberbullying incidents and instead focuses on promot-
ing online civility.

Conclusion:

In conclusion, this study underscores the urgency of address-
ing cyberbullying against Indian cricketers on the internet. The 
findings reveal not only the prevalence and impact of online harass-
ment but also the need for collective efforts from social media 
platforms, the media, fans, and sports authorities to ensure a safer 
and more respectful online environment for cricketers and other 
public figures in the digital age.
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