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ABSTRACT:

This article explores the monumental contributions of Dr.
Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar, the chief architect of the Indian Constitution
and a pivotal figure in the empowerment of India’s backward classes.
Born an ’untouchable, Ambedkar overcame severe discrimination to
achieve global academic distinction. His life’s work was dedicated to
eradicating the rigid caste system and fighting for social, political, and
economic equality for Dalits. Key contributions include incorporating
Constitutional safeguards (Articles 15, 17, 46, and reservations), launching
influential social movements like the Mahad Satyagraha, and the historic
conversion to Buddhism. His legacy fundamentally shaped modern,
progressive India, laying the groundwork for ongoing social justice
efForts.
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Dr. Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar, popularly known as Babasaheb
Ambedkar, was not only the chief architect of the Indian Constitution but
also a tireless champion of social justice and the empowerment of
backward classes in India. His life and work were dedicated to the
upliftment of the Dalits (formerly known as “Untouchables”) and other
marginalized communities who were historically oppressed under the rigid
caste system.

Early Life and Personal Struggles

Born on April 14, 1891, in Mhow, Madhya Pradesh, Dr. Ambedkar
belonged to the Mahar caste, which was considered “untouchable” in the
Hindu social hierarchy. Despite facing severe discrimination throughout
his childhood, Ambedkar showed great intellectual promise. He overcame
barriers to education and went on to earn doctorates from Columbia
University and the London School of Economics — a remarkable feat for
a person of his background during colonial India.
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Dr. B. R. Ambedkar played a monumental role in the empowerment
of backward classes in India. His life and work were dedicated to the
upliftment of marginalized communities, especially the Dalits (formerly
known as “Untouchables”). Here’s an overview of his contributions:

1. Champion of Social Justice

Dr. Ambedkar strongly opposed the caste system and untouchability.
He believed that true democracy could only be achieved when all citizens,
regardless of caste or background, were treated equally. He worked
tirelessly to break the social barriers imposed by caste.

2. Educational Reforms and Emphasis

Ambedkar believed that education was the key to empowerment.
He said, “Educate, Agitate, Organize.”

He himself pursued higher education in India and abroad (Columbia
University and London School of Economics).

He encouraged members of backward classes to pursue education
as a means of self-improvement and liberation.

3. Political Representation

He demanded adequate political representation for the Scheduled
Castes (SCs) and other backward classes:

In 1932, the Poona Pact was signed between Ambedkar and Gandhi,
ensuring reserved seats for SCs in provincial legislatures.

As the Chairman of the Drafting Committee of the Indian
Constitution, he ensured provisions for political, social, and economic
safeguards for backward classes.

4. Constitutional Safeguards

Dr. Ambedkar ensured the inclusion of various provisions in the
Indian Constitution to protect and empower backward classes:

Article 15 & 17: Prohibition of discrimination and abolition of
untouchability.

Article 46: Directive to promote the educational and economic
interests of SCs and STs.

Reservation System: Initiated reservation in education, jobs, and
legislatures.

5. Social Movements and Reforms
He launched movements such as the Mahad Satyagraha and Temple
Entry Movement to assert the rights of Dalits to public spaces.
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In 1956, he converted to Buddhism with millions of followers,

rejecting the caste-based oppression of Hinduism.

6. Economic Empowerment

Ambedkar also focused on economic policies for backward classes:

+ Advocated land reforms and labor rights.
Served as the first Law Minister and also contributed to the formation
of institutions like the Finance Commission, Reserve Bank of India
and more.

Fight Against Caste Discrimination

Ambedkar was deeply affected by the injustice and inequality
perpetuated by the caste system. He believed that political empowerment
alone was not enough; there had to be social and economic equality. He
fought against untouchability and launched several movements demanding
equal rights for the Dalits.

One of his notable efforts was the Mahad Satyagraha (1927),
where he led thousands of Dalits to drink water from the public Chavdar
tank, asserting their right to use public amenities. Another historic event
was the burning of the Manusmriti, an ancient Hindu text that endorsed
caste-based discrimination, as a symbolic protest against Brahmanical
oppression.

Educational and Economic Empowerment

Ambedkar understood that education was the key to the upliftment
of backward classes. He emphasized the need for accessible and quality
education for all, especially the marginalized. He established institutions
like the People’s Education Society and advocated for scholarships and
reservations in education and employment to ensure that backward classes
could compete on an equal footing.

He also proposed land reforms and economic policies aimed at
eradicating poverty among the lower castes. Ambedkar believed in
industrialization as a means to break the economic dependency of Dalits
on upper—caste landlords and promote self-reliance.

Constitutional Provisions and Political Rights

As the Chairman of the Drafting Committee of the Indian
Constitution, Dr. Ambedkar ensured that the document reflected the
principles of equality, liberty, and fraternity. He was instrumental in
incorporating affirmative action (reservations) for Scheduled Castes
(SCs), Scheduled Tribes (STs), and Other Backward Classes (OBCs) in

VOLUME - 10, ISSUE — 04, DECEMBER 2025., SPECIAL ISSUE. 51



ﬁKSﬂZ’iRASURYA"LZ Peer-Reviewed, Multi Lingual E-Journal. E-ISSN: 2583-620X

education, employment, and politics.

He also pushed for the abolition of untouchability, which was later
enshrined in Article 17 of the Constitution. His efforts led to the framing
of several laws and policies that continue to protect the rights of the
backward classes today.

Formation of Political Voice

Understanding that political power was crucial for the representation
of backward communities, Dr. Ambedkar founded the Scheduled Castes
Federation (SCF) and later the Republican Party of India (RPI). These
platforms aimed to give a political voice to Dalits and to fight for their
rights within the democratic framework.

Conversion to Buddhism

In 1956, Dr. Ambedkar, along with over half a million of his
followers, converted to Buddhism. This was a radical step meant to break
free from the caste-based discrimination entrenched in Hinduism. By
embracing Buddhism, Ambedkar offered a path of dignity and spiritual
liberation to Dalits. His act of mass conversion was a bold statement of
self-empowerment.

Legacy and Impact

Dr. B. R. Ambedkar’s contributions continue to resonate across
India and the world. His vision of an inclusive society based on social
justice, equality, and human dignity has inspired generations. Institutions,
public policies, and movements dedicated to the upliftment of backward
classes are rooted in his philosophy.

Conclusion

Dr. B. R. Ambedkar’s legacy is one of relentless struggle and
reform for the betterment of India’s most disadvantaged communities. His
work laid the foundation for the ongoing efforts toward social justice and
equality.

Today, Ambedkar is celebrated not just as a Dalit icon but as a
national leader whose ideas laid the foundation for a modern, progressive
India. His birthday, April 14, is observed as Ambedkar Jayanti, a public
holiday in India and a day to reflect on the struggles and achievements of
the marginalized.
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