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ABSTRACT:
Dr. B. R. Ambedkar redefined the framework of womenʼs 

empowerment in India by grounding it in the principles of liberty, 
equality, and justice. Dissimilar mainstream feminist discourses of his 
time, Ambedkarʼs approach was intersectional recognizing that caste, 
class, and gender together shaped womenʼs oppression, particularly for 
Dalit and marginalized women. His efforts in constitutional drafting, 
labor rights, education reform, and social activism uniquely positioned 
him as a pioneer of inclusive feminism in India. His legislative reforms, 
educational advocacy, and insistence on womenʼs political and economic 
participation marked a radical shift in Indian feminism. This paper delves 
into how Ambedkar laid the foundation for inclusive feminist discourse 
in India, highlighting its continuing relevance in addressing the challenges 
faced by marginalized women today. And its explores that, Dr. B. R. 
Ambedkarʼs transformative feminist philosophy that redefined the path of 
womenʼs empowerment in India.
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“The progress of any society depends on the progress of women in 
that society”

– Dr. B. R. Ambedkarʼs 
Introduction 

Feminist movements in India have historically been shaped by the 
experiences of upper-caste, urban women, often overlooking the structural 
oppression faced by Dalit and marginalized women. Dr. B. R. Ambedkar, 
a jurist, economist, and social reformer, emerged as a pioneer who 
challenged this narrow narrative. He redefined Indian feminism by 
emphasizing that true womenʼs empowerment must address caste and 
class-based exclusions. This paper explores Ambedkarʼs contributions to 
gender justice and how his intersectional approach remains crucial to 
contemporary feminist thought in India.
Objectives of the Study
•	 To analyze how Ambedkarʼs legal, social, and educational reforms 

advanced womenʼs rights.
•	 To understand the role of caste in shaping feminist discourse in India.
•	 To examine Ambedkarʼs relevance in present-day feminist and 	

social justice movements.
Scope of the Study

This study focuses on Ambedkarʼs ideology and activism related to 
womenʼs rights from the early 20th century to the post-independence 
period. While highlighting Dalit womenʼs experiences, it also reflects on 
how Ambedkarʼs legacy influences broader feminist struggles in 
contemporary India. The geographical scope is national, but it has global 
significance in decolonial feminist thought.
Research Methodology 
This study employs both primary and secondary sources.
•	 Primary data includes speeches and writings by Dr. Ambedkar, 

original government documents, and records from Parliamentary 
Debates.

•	 Secondary data comprises scholarly articles, journal papers, books, 
and reviews.

The research method is largely descriptive and analytical, relying 
on a socio-cultural framework rooted in Ambedkarʼs ideology. The study 
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also draws from archival resources including autobiographies, historical 
records, and media articles.

A critical interpretive approach is adopted to assess Ambedkarʼs 
vision through the lens of intersectionality and social justice.
Intersectionality in Ambedkarʼs Feminism

Dr. B. R. Ambedkarʼs approach to feminism was deeply 
intersectional, long before the term became popular in academic circles. 
He recognized that Indian women, particularly Dalit women, experienced 
oppression not just due to their gender but also due to caste and class 
hierarchies. Unlike upper-caste feminist narratives that often centered on 
gender alone, Ambedkar emphasized that caste-based discrimination 
compounded the suffering of marginalized women. His public denunciation 
of Hindu religious texts like the Manusmriti, which sanctioned both 
patriarchy and untouchability, reflected his commitment to dismantling all 
forms of structural oppression. Ambedkar understood that true gender 
equality was not possible without eradicating caste-based inequalities. His 
legacy laid the foundation for Dalit feminism, which continues to challenge 
dominant, caste-blind feminist discourses in India today.
Constitutional Advocacy and Legal Reforms 

As the chief architect of the Indian Constitution, Ambedkar ensured 
that gender justice was embedded within the legal framework:
•	 Article 14 guarantees equality before the law.
•	 Article 15 prohibits discrimination based on sex, caste, or religion.
•	 Article 16 ensures equal opportunity in employment.
•	 Article 17 abolishes untouchability, benefiting Dalit women in 

particular.
He also proposed the Hindu Code Bill, which aimed to grant 

women equal rights in marriage, property, and divorce—an unprecedented 
legal move at the time.
The Hindu Code Bill: A Landmark in Womenʼs Legal Rights 

The Hindu Code Bill, introduced by Dr. B. R. Ambedkar in 1948, 
was a groundbreaking legislative initiative aimed at reforming Hindu 
personal laws to ensure gender justice and equality. It proposed radical 
changes that sought to grant Hindu women equal rights in matters of 
marriage, divorce, inheritance, and property. For centuries, women had 
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been denied agency within the patriarchal framework of family and 
society, and Ambedkar sought to legally dismantle these inequalities. The 
bill aimed to outlaw polygamy, provide equal property rights to daughters, 
and establish womenʼs right to divorce—a revolutionary step in post-
colonial India. However, it faced strong opposition from orthodox Hindu 
leaders and political conservatives who viewed it as a threat to traditional 
values. The debates in Parliament were intense, and many refused to 
accept women as equals in the private sphere of family. Disillusioned by 
the lack of support from his colleagues in the Nehru government, 
Ambedkar resigned from his position as Law Minister in 1951. In his 
resignation letter, he condemned the governmentʼs failure to uphold its 
promise of social reform. Though the bill was not passed in its original 
form, its provisions were later divided and enacted as separate laws: the 
Hindu Marriage Act (1955), Hindu Succession Act (1956), Hindu Adoption 
and Maintenance Act (1956), and Hindu Minority and Guardianship Act 
(1956). These acts collectively brought significant improvements in the 
legal status of Hindu women. Ambedkar believed that social democracy 
could not thrive without legal equality for women. His commitment to 
justice, as reflected in the Hindu Code Bill, laid the foundation for gender-
sensitive legal reform in India. Today, it stands as a symbol of his 
unwavering fight for womenʼs rights and dignity. The Hindu Code Bill 
remains one of the most courageous and progressive contributions to 
Indian legal history.
Education and Economic Empowerment 

Ambedkar viewed education as the primary tool for liberation. He 
urged women to pursue education as a path to self-respect and 
independence. His efforts as Labour Minister led to several progressive 
laws including:
•	 Paid maternity leave
•	 Equal pay for equal work
•	 Workplace protections for women laborers

These initiatives were crucial in promoting the economic agency of 
women, especially those from marginalized backgrounds.
Womenʼs Participation in Social Movements 

Ambedkar believed that women should be at the forefront of social 
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change. He encouraged their participation in public life and movements. 
Women were active participants in events like:
•	 Mahad Satyagraha (1927) – demanding equal access to water
•	 Kalaram Temple Entry Movement (1930) – challenging religious 

exclusion
He also organized exclusive womenʼs conferences, where he urged 

them to “educate, unite, and fight.”
Relevance in Contemporary Feminist Discourse

Dr. B. R. Ambedkarʼs feminist thought remains highly relevant in 
todayʼs India, where gender inequality continues to intersect with caste, 
class, and other forms of systemic discrimination. Contemporary feminist 
discourse, particularly in academic and activist spaces, has increasingly 
begun to acknowledge the limitations of upper-caste, elite-centric 
feminism. In this context, Ambedkarʼs intersectional and justice-oriented 
vision offers a more inclusive and transformative framework for 
understanding and addressing womenʼs issues.

Ambedkarʼs work has inspired the rise of Dalit feminism, which 
critiques both patriarchy and caste-based exclusion. Movements led by 
Dalit and Bahujan women such as the National Federation of Dalit Women 
(NFDW) have drawn from his ideas to highlight the multiple oppressions 
faced by marginalized women. These movements challenge the mainstream 
feminist narrative for often ignoring caste, and instead, advocate for a 
feminism rooted in Ambedkarite values of liberty, equality, and fraternity.

Ambedkarʼs call for education, political participation, economic 
independence, and legal rights as fundamental pillars of womenʼs 
empowerment continues to inform modern feminist policy advocacy. 
Issues such as gender-based violence, representation in politics, and 
access to education and healthcare are increasingly discussed through an 
intersectional lens, thanks in part to Ambedkarʼs influence.

In academic circles, there is a growing corpus of scholarship 
particularly by Dalit women writers like Sharmila Rege, Gopal Guru, and 
Ruth Manorama that explores Ambedkarʼs contributions to feminist 
thought. His writings are now part of critical feminist studies, both in 
India and globally, offering a decolonial and social justice-centered 
alternative to Western feminist paradigms.
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Modern feminist movements in India have increasingly begun to 
recognize the limitations of caste-blind feminism. Dalit feminist scholars 
and activists invoke Ambedkarʼs legacy to critique Brahmanical patriarchy 
and demand inclusive justice. Ambedkarite thought now forms a vital part 
of feminist academia, grassroots activism, and policy discourse. In sum, 
Ambedkarʼs feminist legacy is not only alive but growing. It serves as a 
critical tool for redefining empowerment, re-centering the marginalized, 
and building a truly inclusive feminist movement in contemporary India.
Why Ambedkar is Needed Today

In todayʼs India, Dr. B. R. Ambedkarʼs vision is more relevant than 
ever. Despite constitutional guarantees, millions still face discrimination 
based on caste, gender, class, and religion. Ambedkarʼs emphasis on social 
justice, equality, and human dignity offers a moral and political framework 
to confront these persistent inequalities. His critique of caste-based 
oppression, especially through religion and social customs, is crucial in a 
time when caste violence, honor killings, and untouchability still exist in 
both rural and urban India. The rise of inequality, both economic and 
social, further underscores his belief that political democracy without 
social and economic equality is hollow. His ideas on education as the key 
to emancipation remain vital in an era where access to quality education 
is still a privilege for many. Ambedkar championed womenʼs rights long 
before the feminist movement took root in India, making his legacy 
essential to current struggles against gender-based violence and 
discrimination. His push for labor rights, including fair wages and 
maternity benefits, is still echoed in workersʼ movements today. As 
communal tensions rise, his advocacy for constitutional morality and 
secularism reminds us of the importance of unity in diversity. Dalit, 
Adivasi, and Bahujan communities continue to invoke his teachings to 
challenge systemic injustice. His slogan “Educate, Agitate, Organize” 
inspires youth activism and political awareness across generations. In 
academic and policy spaces, his intersectional analysis offers tools for 
inclusive governance. Ambedkar did not only draft laws he envisioned a 
society rooted in fraternity, liberty, and justice. As modern India navigates 
the challenges of democracy, inequality, and identity politics, Ambedkar 
is not just remembered he is needed, now more than ever.
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Conclusion
Dr. B. R. Ambedkar was not only a champion of Dalit rights but 

also a visionary feminist thinker. He viewed womenʼs liberation as 
inseparable from the fight against caste and class oppression. Through 
constitutional provisions, legal reforms, and public advocacy, he advanced 
the status of women in Indian society. His emphasis on education, 
economic independence, and legal equality laid the foundation for inclusive 
empowerment. Ambedkarʼs intersectional approach acknowledged the 
unique struggles of Dalit women, often ignored in mainstream feminism. 
He envisioned a society where women could live with dignity, freedom, 
and equal opportunity. His slogan “Educate, Agitate, Organize” continues 
to inspire generations of women to fight for their rights. Modern Dalit 
feminist movements and critical academic discourse reflect his enduring 
legacy. He challenged patriarchal and Brahmanical structures with bold, 
transformative ideas. Ambedkarʼs unfinished Hindu Code Bill remains 
symbolic of his progressive reformist agenda. Today, his ideals offer a 
path forward for building a just and equal society. In the age of 
intersectionality, his thoughts are more relevant than ever before. 
Empowering women, especially from marginalized communities, is central 
to national progress. Dr. Ambedkarʼs contributions remind us that social 
justice must be inclusive and uncompromising. His legacy is not just 
remembered—it is lived, fought for, and carried forward every day.



VOLUME – 10, ISSUE – 04, DECEMBER 2025., SPECIAL ISSUE.

AKSHARASURYA: Peer-Reviewed, Multi Lingual E-Journal.	 E-ISSN: 2583-620X

13

References:
1.	 Ambedkar, B. R. (1957). The Buddha and His Dhamma. Bombay: Siddharth College 

Publications.
2.	 Ambedkar, B.R. (1945). What Congress and Gandhi Have Done to the Untouchables.
3.	 Ambedkar, B.R. (1957). The Buddha and His Dhamma.
4.	 Government of India. (1950). The Constitution of India
5.	 Guru, Gopal. (1995). Dalit Women Talk Differently: A Critique of “Difference” and 

Towards a Dalit Feminist Standpoint Position. Economic and Political Weekly.
6.	 Kumar, Raj. (2006). Dalit Personal Narratives.
7.	 Kumar, Raj. (2016). Ambedkar and Social Justice: A Study in Social Philosophy. 

New Delhi: Rawat Publications.
8.	 Moon, Vasant (Ed.). (1991). Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar: Writings and Speeches (Vols. 

1–17). Government of Maharashtra.
9.	 Omvedt, Gail. (1994). Dalits and the Democratic Revolution.
10.	 Omvedt, Gail. (2004). Ambedkar: Towards an Enlightened India. New Delhi: 

Penguin..
11.	 Paik, Shailaja. (2014). Dalit Womenʼs Education in Modern India.
12.	 Paik, Shailaja. (2014). Dalit Womenʼs Education in Modern India: Double 

Discrimination. New York: Routledge.
13.	 Rege, Sharmila. (2006). Writing Caste/Writing Gender.
14.	 Rege, Sharmila. (2006). Writing Caste/Writing Gender: Narrating Dalit Womenʼs 

Testimonios. New Delhi: Zubaan.
15.	 Teltumbde, Anand. (2005). Ambedkar in and for the Post-Ambedkar Dalit Movement. 

Pune: Sugawa Prakashan.
16.	 Zelliot, Eleanor. (2005). Ambedkarʼs World: The Making of Babasaheb and the Dalit 

Movement. New Delhi: Navayana.

Funding:

This study was not funded by any grant.

Conflict of interest:

The Authors have no conflict of interest to declare that they are relevant to 
the content of this article.

About the License:

© The Authors 2024. The text of this article is open access and licensed under 
a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License.


