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ABSTRACT:
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, a renowned social reformer, jurist, 

and the principal architect of the Indian Constitution, played a 
pivotal role in shaping the political landscape of modern India. 
His political philosophy is deeply rooted in the principles of so-
cial justice, equality, and democracy. Ambedkar vehemently crit-
icized the oppressive caste system and the institutionalized dis-
crimination faced by Dalits and other marginalized communities. 
His work highlighted the need for systemic reforms to dismantle 
social hierarchies and promote inclusivity. Central to his political 
thought was the concept of equality, not just in terms of political 
rights but also social, economic, and cultural dimensions.

Ambedkar’s advocacy for the empowerment of Dalits and 
his efforts to provide them political representation were ground-
breaking. He championed the reservation system as a means of 
affirmative action to uplift disadvantaged groups. Moreover, his 
influence in the drafting of the Indian Constitution ensured the 
inclusion of provisions that protected individual rights and pro-
moted a democratic framework. Ambedkar’s vision extended be-
yond Hinduism, as he embraced Buddhism as a path for social 
liberation. His legacy, deeply embedded in the quest for human 
dignity and social justice, continues to inspire contemporary 
movements for equality and rights. Ambedkar’s political philos-
ophy remains relevant in addressing today’s issues of caste-based 
discrimination and inequality.
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Introduction:

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, a key architect of the Indian Constitution 
and a prominent social reformer, dedicated his life to the fight for 
social justice, equality, and the rights of marginalized communities. 
Born into the Dalit community, Ambedkar personally experienced 
the brutal realities of caste-based discrimination, which profoundly 
shaped his political thought. His philosophy was rooted in a critique 
of the caste system, which he saw as a major impediment to social 
progress and equality in India.

Ambedkar’s vision for India was one where all individuals, 
regardless of their caste or social status, would have equal opportu-
nities to succeed. His political ideas emphasized the need for legal, 
social, and economic reforms to achieve this goal. As the principal 
architect of the Indian Constitution, Ambedkar enshrined provisions 
that guaranteed fundamental rights, particularly for Dalits and other 
marginalized groups, ensuring their protection from discrimination.

Ambedkar’s advocacy for education, political participation, 
and the reservation system were key elements of his vision for a just 
society. His conversion to Buddhism, as a path for social liberation, 
further exemplified his commitment to challenging oppressive sys-
tems. Dr. Ambedkar’s political philosophy continues to inspire 
movements for equality and justice today.

THE OBJECTIVE OF THE PRESENT RESERCH PAPER 
ARE:

	» To Examine Dr. Ambedkar’s Critique of the Caste System

	» To Assess Ambedkar’s Vision of Social Justice and Equality

	» To Evaluate Ambedkar’s Role in Drafting the Indian Constitu-
tion

	» To Investigate Ambedkar’s Advocacy for Political Representa-
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tion and Empowerment

Analysis and Discussion: 

	» To Examine Dr. Ambedkar’s Critique of the Caste System

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s critique of the caste system forms the 
backbone of his political philosophy and social reform agenda. Born 
into the Dalit (Untouchable) community, Ambedkar personally 
faced the brutal realities of caste-based discrimination, which pro-
foundly shaped his views on social inequality and justice. He viewed 
the caste system not just as a social hierarchy, but as a deeply in-
grained, systemic form of oppression designed to dehumanize and 
marginalize certain groups, particularly Dalits.

In his seminal work Annihilation of Caste (1936), Ambedkar 
criticized the caste system as a barrier to social progress and equal-
ity. He argued that caste perpetuated an unbridgeable divide be-
tween the upper and lower castes, restricting the rights and free-
doms of the marginalized. The caste system institutionalized 
inequality by denying Dalits access to education, economic oppor-
tunities, and social mobility, keeping them in a perpetual state of 
subjugation.

Ambedkar also critiqued Hinduism for its role in justifying 
and sustaining the caste system. He highlighted the sacred texts of 
Hinduism, especially the Manusmriti, which he believed codified 
the hierarchical structure and promoted untouchability. For Ambed-
kar, caste was not a natural or divine institution but a man-made 
system that served to protect the privileges of the upper castes.

Ambedkar called for the complete abolition of caste, arguing 
that it could not be reformed but needed to be eradicated to create 
a just and democratic society. His vision extended beyond social 
reform to a complete transformation of Indian society, emphasizing 
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the importance of liberty, equality, and fraternity. In 1956, Ambed-
kar’s disillusionment with Hinduism led to his conversion to Bud-
dhism, which he saw as a path to liberation from caste-based op-
pression.

	» To Assess Ambedkar’s Vision of Social Justice and Equal-
ity

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s vision of social justice and equality was 
rooted in his fight against the oppressive caste system in India. He 
believed that social justice could only be achieved by dismantling 
the rigid caste hierarchy, which discriminated against Dalits and 
marginalized groups. Ambedkar’s approach to equality was 
multi-dimensional, encompassing legal, social, and economic re-
forms.

Ambedkar saw education as a crucial tool for empowerment. 
He believed that education would enable Dalits to challenge their 
oppressive social conditions. His own life, marked by academic 
achievements, demonstrated his commitment to education as a 
means of liberation. He strongly advocated for the education of 
marginalized communities, seeing it as a path to break free from 
social oppression.

Political representation was another key aspect of Ambed-
kar’s vision. He fought for Dalits’ rights to political participation 
and played a pivotal role in ensuring that the Indian Constitution 
provided for the protection of these rights. Ambedkar’s influence is 
evident in the constitutional provisions that guarantee equality and 
prohibit untouchability, legalizing social justice.

Economic justice was also central to his ideas. Ambedkar 
believed that caste-based discrimination often translated into eco-
nomic exploitation, where Dalits were relegated to menial labor 
with little opportunity for upward mobility. He supported policies 
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for land redistribution, affirmative action, and reservations in gov-
ernment jobs, ensuring that marginalized groups had access to eco-
nomic opportunities.

Ambedkar also rejected Hinduism due to its institutionaliza-
tion of caste oppression and embraced Buddhism as a means of 
providing an alternative, more egalitarian belief system. His vision 
extended to women’s rights, advocating for gender equality, legal 
reforms like the Hindu Code Bill, and the protection of women’s 
rights in the Indian Constitution.

Ambedkar’s legacy of advocating for social, economic, and 
political equality continues to inspire movements for Dalit rights, 
gender equality, and social justice in India today. His vision laid the 
foundation for a more inclusive society, although challenges to 
achieving full equality persist.

	» To Evaluate Ambedkar’s Role in Drafting the Indian Con-
stitution

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar played a pivotal role in drafting the In-
dian Constitution, being the Chairman of the Drafting Committee. 
His contributions were fundamental in shaping the legal framework 
of the newly independent nation. Ambedkar was a fierce advocate 
for social justice, ensuring the Constitution addressed caste-based 
discrimination and provided protections for marginalized communi-
ties, especially Dalits. His efforts led to provisions like the aboli-
tion of untouchability (Article 17) and affirmative action for Sched-
uled Castes and Tribes.

He championed Fundamental Rights, emphasizing equality, 
freedom, and social justice, ensuring that all citizens, regardless of 
caste or religion, had equal protection under the law. Ambedkar’s 
vision also shaped India as a secular state, promoting religious free-
dom and preventing discrimination on religious grounds.
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Ambedkar’s influence was crucial in drafting the Preamble of 
the Constitution, which highlighted the values of liberty, equality, 
fraternity, and justice. His concern for the protection of minorities 
was reflected in provisions that safeguarded the rights of religious 
and ethnic minorities.

His advocacy for social reforms extended to labor rights, 
women’s rights, and backward class welfare. Despite his contribu-
tions, Ambedkar resigned from Nehru’s cabinet due to disagree-
ments, notably over the Hindu Code Bill.

Ambedkar’s legacy as the Father of the Indian Constitution 
endures, as his vision of a just, democratic, and inclusive India 
continues to influence Indian society and politics today.

	» To Investigate Ambedkar’s Advocacy for Political Repre-
sentation and Empowerment

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s advocacy for political representation 
and empowerment was central to his vision of social justice and 
equality. He recognized that without political power, marginalized 
communities, especially Dalits (formerly Untouchables), would re-
main voiceless and oppressed. Ambedkar’s efforts focused on en-
suring these communities had a direct role in decision-making pro-
cesses that affected their lives.

Ambedkar’s primary goal was to ensure political representa-
tion for Dalits and other marginalized groups in India. He believed 
that political power was essential for challenging the deep-rooted 
social and economic inequalities they faced. Ambedkar’s early de-
mand for separate electorates was aimed at giving Dalits exclusive 
political representation, fearing they would be sidelined in a system 
dominated by the upper castes. While the demand for separate elec-
torates was modified in the Poona Pact (1932), which allowed Dal-
its to elect their representatives within the general electorate, it 
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marked his commitment to political empowerment.

Ambedkar also advocated for affirmative action through res-
ervations (quotas) in education, employment, and political institu-
tions. He argued that without such provisions, Dalits and other 
marginalized communities would remain trapped in a cycle of pov-
erty and discrimination. His efforts led to the inclusion of reserva-
tion policies in the Indian Constitution, ensuring that Dalits, Sched-
uled Tribes (STs), and other backward communities had access to 
educational and employment opportunities.

As the principal architect of the Indian Constitution, Ambed-
kar embedded key provisions to protect the political and social 
rights of marginalized groups. The Constitution guarantees the right 
to equality (Article 14) and the abolition of untouchability (Article 
17), securing a legal framework for their political participation and 
empowerment. 

Ambedkar also feared that, under a majoritarian political sys-
tem dominated by upper-caste groups, Dalits would be politically 
marginalized. His advocacy for political representation aimed at 
preventing this and ensuring that Dalits had the power to influence 
political decisions.

In addition to political representation, Ambedkar believed 
that education was crucial for empowering marginalized communi-
ties. Educated Dalits would be better equipped to engage in the 
political process, demand justice, and challenge social discrimina-
tion.Ambedkar’s advocacy for political representation and empow-
erment laid the foundation for a more inclusive and just society in 
India.

FINDINGS:

1. Critique of the Caste System: Ambedkar was a fierce critic of 
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the caste system in India, arguing that it entrenched social inequal-
ity and oppression. He believed that Hinduism perpetuated these 
discriminatory practices, which hindered the social mobility of 
marginalized communities. His conversion to Buddhism was a re-
jection of Hindu orthodoxy and caste-based discrimination.

2. Vision of Social Justice: Ambedkar’s philosophy was deeply 
rooted in social justice. He believed that true democracy could only 
exist when all citizens, especially Dalits and other marginalized 
groups, were provided with equal rights and opportunities. His ad-
vocacy for affirmative action and reservations aimed to rectify his-
torical injustices and promote equality.

3. Commitment to Democracy: Ambedkar viewed democracy as 
essential, but he emphasized that democracy should not just be po-
litical but also social and economic. He argued for the active role 
of the state in ensuring equality and addressing social and econom-
ic disparities, seeing it as crucial for protecting the rights of mar-
ginalized groups.

4. Liberty, Equality, and Fraternity: Ambedkar embraced the 
ideals of the French Revolution—liberty, equality, and fraternity—
and applied them to Indian society. For him, liberty meant dignity, 
equality meant social equality beyond legal rights, and fraternity 
represented solidarity and unity across caste and religious divides.

5. Economic Justice and State Intervention: While rejecting 
Marxism, Ambedkar advocated for economic justice and state inter-
vention in the economy, believing that economic equality was es-
sential for true democracy. He supported policies like land reforms 
and nationalization of key industries to ensure equitable distribution 
of resources.

6. Legacy of Constitutional and Social Reform: Ambedkar’s 
political philosophy heavily influenced the Indian Constitution, en-
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suring protections against caste-based discrimination, the promotion 
of social equality, and the establishment of fundamental rights. His 
contributions continue to shape modern discussions on affirmative 
action and social justice in India.

SUGGESTIONS:

1. Focus on Equality and Social Justice: Emphasize Ambedkar’s 
commitment to dismantling caste-based discrimination and promot-
ing equal opportunities for marginalized groups through affirmative 
action and legal reforms.

2. Advocate for a Secular and Democratic State: Highlight his 
vision of a secular state that guarantees individual freedoms and 
human rights, ensuring political and social justice for all citizens, 
regardless of caste or religion.

3. Promote Education as Empowerment: Stress Ambedkar’s be-
lief that education is a key tool for social mobility and empower-
ment, enabling marginalized communities to challenge oppressive 
systems.

4. Economic Justice: Focus on his advocacy for land reforms, 
wealth redistribution, and policies aimed at addressing economic 
inequality to ensure the welfare of the poor and working classes.

5. Critique of Religion and Caste System: Explore Ambedkar’s 
critique of Hinduism and his conversion to Buddhism, as a rejection 
of caste-based oppression and his belief in rationalism, equality, 
and non-violence.

CONCLUSION:

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s political philosophy centers on social 
justice, equality, and the empowerment of marginalized communi-
ties, particularly Dalits. He vehemently opposed the caste system, 
viewing it as a major obstacle to India’s progress and social harmo-
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ny. Ambedkar advocated for affirmative action, including reserva-
tions in education, employment, and politics, to uplift oppressed 
communities and provide them with equal opportunities.

As the principal architect of the Indian Constitution, Ambed-
kar emphasized the importance of democracy that guarantees polit-
ical, social, and economic rights for all citizens, particularly the 
marginalized. He also believed that secularism was essential for 
India’s pluralistic society, ensuring that no religion or caste domi-
nated the state.

Ambedkar rejected Hinduism for its role in perpetuating caste 
discrimination and converted to Buddhism in 1956, symbolizing his 
commitment to equality, rationalism, and non-violence.

He also emphasized the importance of education as a tool for 
social mobility and advocated for economic justice, including land 
reforms and wealth redistribution. Ambedkar’s political philosophy 
continues to inspire discussions on social justice, equality, and de-
mocracy, aiming for a society free from discrimination and inequal-
ity.



AKSHARASURYA: Peer-Reviewed, Multi Lingual E-Journal.	 E-ISSN: 2583-620X

VOLUME – 06, ISSUE – 05, MAY 2025. SPECIAL ISSUE364

References:

1.	 Chand, S. (2013). Ambedkar’s political philosophy: A critical assessment. 

Rawat Publications.

2.	 Gokhale, S. (2008). Ambedkar’s contribution to social justice in India: The 

role of education, politics, and economic justice. Indian Journal of Social 

Justice, 13(4), 215-233.

3.	 Laxman, L. K. (n.d.). Dr. B.R. Ambedkar and the Indian Constitution.

4.	 Lohia, S. R. (1979). Ambedkar and his vision of India: A political perspec-

tive. Vikas Publications.

5.	 Omvedt, G. (1994). B.R. Ambedkar: Maharashtra and the Dalit movement. 

Navayana Publishing.

6.	 Srinivas, M. N. (1957). Caste in modern India and other essays. Asia Pub-

lishing House.

7.	 Srinivas, M. N. (1966). Social change in modern India. University of Cali-

fornia Press.

8.	 Tharoor, S. (2022). Ambedkar: A life. Aleph Book Company.

Funding:
This study was not funded by any grant.

Conflict of interest:
The Authors have no conflict of interest to declare that they are relevant 
to the content of this article.

About the License:
© The Authors 2024. The text of this article is open access and licensed 
under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License.


